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Executive summary

Chi nads fgoverdancs hat beerysignificantly strengthened over the past {fdarsoverarching
governing framework is representedbyfhe o d Saf ety Law of the Peopl ebds |
2 and the more detailetinplementing Regulations of the Eb&afety Law The two documentset out
comprehensive and clear requirements for the production, import, export, sale aretédaceability of food

products in China, aimed at establishing a wipstecess supervision and control system

A key elemenoutlined by the=ood Safety Laws thatall F&B operatorsshall be liable for the safety &§&B

products thathey produce or distribut®©n this basis, in April 202ihe General Administration of Customs of

the Peopl eds Re pubduadceheAdniinist@ative Rravisidnssoh REg)stration of Overseas
Manufacturers of Imported Foodsvhich officially came into force on 1 January 202Phe Provisions,
commonlyreferred to as GACDecree 248, stipulate thall overseas establishments that produce, process

or store any type of F&B product that is exported to China must register through a dedicated platform,

obtain a registration code from GACC and displayitomh he pr oduct és i nnhkeforethend ou
product is exported to Chindogether with another GACC regulation which came into force at the same time

I GACC Decree 249 the regulation significantlyjncreasegshe responsibility and liability obverseas-&B
establishmentand of thdfood safety competent authorities initheounties

However, theambition to achievehe objectives of GACC Decree 248 has abivays been accompanied by
adequate awarenesaising efforts toinstruct the overseas F&B establishmentoncernedMany doubts,
uncertainty, and questions on different aspects of the registration process continue to exésten aftera
few monthsof enfacementthese areften combined with IT bugs or sudden changes imgbistrationsystem
which arerarely explained.A frequent outcomas rejecton of applications submitted by overseas F&B
establishmentsn turn making it temporarilimpossible fothemto export their products to the Chinese market.
Many have reached out to the EU SME Centre seeking assistance with their specific cases.

For this reason, thesguidelineswere producedot assist European F&Bstablishmentso completethe
mandatory GACC registration process. In the first section, an overview of the key elements of GACC Decree
248 is provided, focusing in particular on the scope of application, different risk levels of F&B categories,
packaging requirementas well as ograll significance and impact. The secpndresection illustrateshe

seven keysteps that European F&B establishments must follow to completthe GACC registration
process supportedy screenshots taken directly from the system as well as tipgvoto avoid mistakes. The

third section focuses on the new requirerad¢atdisplay the GACC registration code on the packaging and
labelling of different product categories. The fourth section provides a symwhdfrequently Asked
Questions(FAQs)that the EU SME Centre has received from European F&Restablishmentsand which

were addresselny a team of experts oftenafter several rounds afalls with GACC operatorg-inally, alist

of the food safety competent authoriesin EU Member States is providel, as close coordination with them

will be required for certain F&B product categories.

1For a detailed overga\wevr ,mdintch ienvaodsu tfamondv @shde matdymiathgd ¢ e f erences
EU food safety systentonspelieenta?2dd 8 i wiatt le dt pe bl):hté@amecioanl/ opuppowp aofeut
det-apublicati7Tl3m@l/d3cp3rPIA b 75édactabssed: 11 May 2022).

2The Law was revised in 201B¢t ¢t ul ) wwwe.xdo W.ad nl i hneensyeceed hva 01 ¢38zstsdedl3: .alt2

April 2022); an wunofficialhttpesl awiwenf a $-c it disEd-lesHh ¥ ac b abe @: -
26 April 2022).

8l ssued in 2019, full htegt/ A www.hdg ;me.scenl &vhaeilnl/gackeln éc eoan(t aeénd ¢ 280d1: h 2 &
2022) ; an unofficial transl Rttt ma: / i/ wwvE nfgd si-csbhsi dnaps| gecbve/-adidabi aabiyceh | a & :
i mpl emeaduln@ac oessed: 26 April 2022).

‘Ful | text in Chinpew.kduesainsabgloev. atn/ customs/ 3(azee/lszL80 1 L286/ 3A6plraisl

unofficial transl ati omt tipmsw.Efayd .i isshd ai -sgvoearvisaazltisal [ |d & s 8 g t |-daehci-2oén8
(accessed: 26 April 2022).



https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3624d0f7-736a-11e8-9483-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/3624d0f7-736a-11e8-9483-01aa75ed71a1
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2015-04/25/content_2853643.htm
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-china-s-food-safety-law-2015
http://www.gov.cn/zhengce/content/2019-10/31/content_5447142.htm
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-china-implements-food-safety-law-implementing-regulations
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-china-implements-food-safety-law-implementing-regulations
http://www.customs.gov.cn/customs/302249/2480148/3619591/index.html
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-overseas-facilities-registration-regulation-decree-248
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1. Overview bdcrGAeCC24 8

This chapter will provide a detailed overview of the key requirements and provisitins Administrative
Provisions on Registration of Overseas Manufacturers of Imported Roodsimonly referred to as GACC
Decree 248All Europeanestablishments that gauce, procesor store F&B products that are exported to
China must abide by its requiremer8tep-by-step guidelineand tips will be provided in the second chapter.

Competent authority

According to Article 3, GACC is the agency responsible for superyiand managinthe registration of
overseas establishments producing, processimgioring F&B products exported to China.

Specifically, agpart of the registration management process, GACC conducts risk analysis to determine the
registration methodhat overseagstablishments must follow; it negotiates the requirements and application
materials with the competent authority of the country or regibere the establishment is bagsde chapter

2.1 of these guidelings and reviews the applications submitted by overseas establishments through the
dedicated systengocument examination, video checking;gte reviewingi or a combination of thesé.
approved GACC will assign a China registration code to the registered eagnmmanufacturers of imported

food, and uniformly publish the list of registered overseas manufacturienparted F&B products.

Finally, in addition to the registration management, GACC is also accountable for the inspection and quarantine
management afverseas manufacturers of imported food and beverages.

Scope of application

According to Article 2 of GACMecree 248all overseas establishments producing, processirsgoring F&B
products exported to China are required to register on a dedicatethdystore the products arrive in the
Chinese market. While overseas establishments producing, pro¢essitaging food additives or other food
related products (such as packaging) are not required to complete the registration.

According to Article 50 othe Food Safet Law, ¢oroductiord and grocessingrefer to the transformation of
food and raw materials, or sefiimished products, into products suitable farmanconsumption, through
labour, machinery, energgr similar processes.

It is noteworthy that, in the past, the requirement to register aoffitially approved by GACC was applicable
only tofour hightrisk product categories, meat, dairy, aquatic d b i prddacss. Howeeset, GACC Decree
248 extended it and made it mandatory for all food product categories, includinighomnes.

Produa categories and registration procedures

Articles 6 and 7 ofGACC Decree 248 distinguish between two product categosiesalled chigh-risk
categorie8andso-calleddow-risk categorie§ each with its own registration procedure:

A (so-called) High-risk_product categoriedull authority registration procedure. Registration through
recommendation of the competent authority of the country/region where the establishment is based

A (so-called)Low-risk product categories 6tf rass o kréygistsateoh grocedure: Individual application
directly to GACC

An overview of thel8 specific product categories considered hiigk is provided on the next pagehese
include four product categories that were already consideréerilgand requiring registratiomat, dairy,
aquaticand bi rpdodust3 annedst14 fAnewo p Owedeas ¢ésblisbrente of bdighisie s
producs must first apply to the competent authorities in the country/region where they are located. The
aut horities, in turn, verify the establishmentbds
username and pas s woregdtratiomplatiorm.gThenestablishmén WilCtilea complete the
registration by submitting all the sslant documentation and information requitte@ugh the platformGACC

will then conduct a substantive technical review, including document examination, video checlgitg, on
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reviewing, or a combination of these. If the assessment and examinatios aesydbsitive, GACC will issue
the 18-digit registration number and notify the competent authority in the country where the establishment is
based. The whole registration process is relatively cexgid engthy

Category Products Registration Procedure
High-risk 0] Meat and meat products Manufactures should be recommended by
categories (i) Casings competent authorites to GACC fc
(18 categories) (ii)  Aquatic products registration.

(iv)  Dairy productgincl. infant formula) Manufacturers first apply tahe competent
(v) Edi bl e bamddélsi maed&g s authority and obtain from them a username |
(vi)  Bee products password to login onGA C C 6GHFER
(vii) Eggsand egg products platform. They will then fill in the necessar
(viii) Edible fats and oil¢incl. oilseeds) information and documents.

(ix)  Stuffed pastgroducts

x) Ediblegrairs

(xi)  Milled grain industrial products and malts

(xii)  Fresh and dehydrated vegetables, dried bt

(xiii) Seasonings

(xiv) Nuts and seeds

(xv)  Dried fruits

(xvi) Unroasted coffee beans and cocoa beans

(xvii) Food for special dietanyurposs

(xviii) Health food(functional food/supplements)
Low-risk All other F&B productcategories Manufactures (or agents) can directly apply
categories the online registration to GACC, through tl

G A C CGIBER platform.

Other requirements: packaging and labelling

After the registration application is approved by GACE 1&digit code will be obtained (fored by: C+ 3
digits for country code4 digits for product category codg digits for dateand4 digits as a serial code).

According to Article 15 of GACMecree 248the code must be marked on both the inner and outer packaging
of the relevant product exported to Chidaner packagingrefers to the packaging of the minimal sales unit
of the product, whiléuter packagingrefers to the external packaging usedffiertransportation of the product
from the exporting country to China.

It is noteworthy that the GACC registration code food for special dietary purposes must be printed on the
inner packaging and notstuckon a label as it is possible for all thther F&B product categorieslore details
on packaging and labelling requirements will be provided in chapter 8% tfuidelines

Significance and impact

The fundamental purposd GACC Decree 248s to enhance and ensure the safety of F&B productsriegho
into China, and thus the health of Chinese consuimassnandated by h e ¢ oFood Safeyy b aand its
implementing rulesAll the registrationrequirementsand application materials to be submitted by overseas
establishments shall be interpreted in this way.

GACC Decree 248 as well as other relevant regulations such asvieasures of the People's Republic of
China for theAdministration of Import and Export Food Safetpmmonly referred to as GACQecree249°
imarksa cl ear shi ft iéGourc€ managentsf ingp@tpdrF&Eproducts, at the same time
extending it to all F&B product categories and not drigh-risk onesas in the pagimeat, dairy, aquatiand

SFul | t exthtitnp :Qhlijncekssep:] . cusnga®d / 62565 /@akcicje/dmscefdd I &/6boAdriicli a202 2)a;ns
i n Ensglaivsahi hatbpe: at www. f as-admdai gpersimpeahéedk pbeasdf(ecatcycessed: 26 Ap



http://jckspj.customs.gov.cn/spj/zcfg18/bmgz91/3625580/index.html
https://www.fas.usda.gov/data/china-administrative-measures-import-and-export-food-safety
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bi r d 6psodusctE b doing so, the responsibility and liability of overseas establishments are increased in
terms ofauthenticity of the information submitted during the registration propessuctionconditionsas well

as rectification measures and voluntary suspengfeexportswhen potential issues arisat the same time,

clear requirements are also set for the competent authority where the overseas establishment is based, in term
of overseeing and ensuring compliance, adopting rectification measures,mamtdairing prompt
communication with GACC.
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Stdpstep gui de for compl et

The objective @ the application process for overseas manufacturers is to refe@ire GACC,a registration

codeto be displayed on the F&B product to be exporteditim& If a product arrives in China without having
successfully completed the registration, or if the registration code is not displayed on the product in accordance
with the requirements of GACDecree248 and other national standards, the customs gidtteof entry in

China will not clear the product.

Therefore, GACC has created a dedicated systenobtain the registration code: tiina Imported Food
Enterprise RegistratiofCIFER). CIFER is accessibliiroughGACCds Si ngl e Wi ndasw pl
throughthe following link: https://cifer.singlewindow.cn

This chapterillustratessevemecessary steps that all overseas establishments must follow totbbtaiaCC
registration code and to be able to export their F&B products to China. Chapteedeoftiidelinewill include

a list of FAQs that the EU SME Centre has received fronFF&B producersabout specific circumstances or
issues encountered during the registration process.

Step 1: Determination ofhe risk level of the product to be exported

As there are two differemegistrationrmethods foloverseas establishmentke first sepis to identify therisk

level i according to GACC Decree 248 of the F&B product to be exported to China. Establishments
producinghhe sacalledhigh-risk productg18 categories)annot complete the registration individually but must

be recommended btheir competent authority (see step 2); whereas establishments producing all other
categories of lowisk products can apply individualfgr selfregistration(go directly to step 3).

A single manufacturingestablishmentan apply forthe registrationof multiple product categorie$ollowing
the corresponding registration method depending on théekiskof the product.

Step 2:Identification of the overseazompetent authorityfor high-risk products

If a product falls within the categpof highrisk products, the overseas establishment must identify and contact
the competent authority overseeing thecorresponding F&B product in its country. The competent
authority shall, in turn, conduct a preliminary review of the overseas estaltfislame its products to be
exported to China, specifically inspecting and verifying the following elements:

A The country/region where thestablishmeris located meets the relevant requirements of GACC;
A Theestablishmeidt s g u a lisilefallyovalid dad comtrolled in their country/region;

A Theestablishmeiits saf ety and health management Fbsilyt uat i .
its production and export should meet the requirements of its country/regioondly, for products
exported to China, the establishment must atsoply with relevant Chinese laws, regulations, and
national food safety standards;

A The establishmenshould also comply with relevant inspection and quarantine requirements agreed
between the GACC andthecpret ent aut hority of the manufacturt

If the establishment meets all the above criteria, the competent authority officially recommends the
establishment to GACC for registration, by submitting the following application materials:

A Letter ofrecommendation by the competent authority;

A List of recommendedstablishments and theipplications for registration;
A Documents certifyinghe identity of the establishmeetg.business license;
A

Statement that theestablishmentrecommended by the competent authority conforms with the
requirements ofhe regulations and standards of the country and of China

A Reports of examinations/inspections/reviews conducted by the competent authority to the relevant
establishment(s).


https://cifer.singlewindow.cn/
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Ifnecs sary, GACC may request additional documents re
protection systems, such as floor plans of the factory/workshops/cold storage, the processing flow chart, and
others.

Once GACC has received, reviewedd approved the submitted dossier, the competent authority will receive
an account and password to allow the relevant establishment(s) to login into CIFER and officially complete the
registration. The whole process may take several months.

The food safey competent authorities in the EU differ for each Member Staté sometimes different
competent authorities exist for different product categpegs if the product is of animal origin, if it is a food

for special dietary purposeetc.In order to facilitate EU F&Bproducersn the process, and based on feedback
received, the EU SME Centre has collected relevant information on the competent authorities of each EU
Member State, whichan be foundin the Annex of these guidelines

Step 3: Creation of account on CIFER system

In order to submit an application for registration, overseas establishinests| Note: one account
entrusted thireparty agencies mustcreatean account on the CIFER system. If tt  must be created for
establishment has higisk products, then it must use the account name and pass each individual
received by the food safety competent authorititéthome country (see stept®)be | €stablishment, even

able to login; if the establishment has loisk products, a new accourn be created if belonging to the
easily. same company/grou

Screenshot from ClIlFERG6s main page

HORBWME=CIERERRS All approvedregistrations are Registered List  |EN n
China lmport Food Enterprises Regstration shown here (see step 6)
Interface in
IN OR REGISTER :
M e English

Forgot password @
Not a Overseas Manufacturing ExTems 5

By c | iCedatdan accotnd he applicant wilbe redirected| Note: the basic informatiowill be filled

to a page to fill out basic information about the establishm( in automaticallyby the CIFER systerif

Compulsory fields are marked withred asterisk* and cover the| the establishment hémgged in through
information regardingisername angassword, location of the an username and passweedeivedrom
enterprise, workplace, contact person, numberail addressas thecompetent authoritin the country

well asthe located country/region registration number where itis based

Among the fields to fill in, t haratedd  Note: once an account is successfully created,
country/region regiser numberd var i e information such as username, the country/regio
country to country: it can be issued by the compet location, and the registration number of the couhtr
authority (forthe secalledhighrisk products), but can  region cannot be changedroodified. Make sure to
also be a business registration number, tax num fill in this information in a correct manner (more
VAT number, etc. detailsin step 7)
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Screenshots from CIFER: account creation and main menu

ENTERPRISE NAME/ADDRESS INFORMATION

“Username

= em ¥ TEERRSS-—WO | Ch

China Intermational Trade Single Window

&4 China Import Food
Enterprise Registration

<

*Password s Application for
registration

Applcation for
*Confirm password o

Appilication for extension

*Located Country/Region Please select a Couniry(Region) v
Application for
cancellation
Located Country/Region Register Number @
Integrated query
*Enterprise Name Product type query

Operation manual

Work Department

Contact us

Job Title

Step 4: Completing the registration

Once the user account is successfully created and activated, the applicant caangcoegi the registration

by c | Applicationdor régistrationé on t he menu bar to t heéthermeht si d
bar aso includes othefunctions (which will be introduced in the following steps), as well as the possibility to
confirm the registration method to be followide., through recommendation of the competent authority or
individual registratiori by inserting the HS code or mhact name (in Chinese) of the product to be registered,

and thenspection and quarantine code and name (CIQ code/name).

After beginning the application for registration, applisar  note: if the applicant has created a CIFER
must selectheir product category, which are sorted by th¢  account independently, then the higgk

risk level i beginning withthe 18 so-called highrisk | categories will not be accessible; registnasio
categories on topf the pageandfollowed by theso-called for such products can be started only if the
low-risk product categories. Various subcategories will t ~ applicant has logged in with the account
be displayed under each categogicking on them will | details obtained from the relevant compete
redirect the applicant to the next page authority in the country where it is based

Screenshot from ClIFER: O6application for

4 FEERHSE—MO | China Import Food Enterprise Registration Brmrzzaim |

§  China International Trade Single Window
= China Import Food Application for registration @

Enterprise Registration
<

Enterprise registration, Please select the product category
Application for
registration Vegetables and vegetable products (Fresh and dehydrated vegetables are excluded )

Application for

e i Grain products and other products

A
Application for Tea
- v
extension
AsReam far Nuts and seeds products ~
cancellation
Alcoholic beverages
Integrated query ~
Account certification A - A
)
Product type query @Q .g
o . Fermented wines and Distilled spirits and other Spirits and Edible
peration manual o .
prepared Fermented prepared Distilled spirits alcohol
Contact us wines
Beverages and frozen beverages ~

Biscuits, cakes and bread

1C
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By clicking on the product subcategory, the applicant will be requested tc
information about its establishment and relevant product(s). Specifically,
sections of information will need to lm®mpleted (i) basic information(ii)
productrelated ifiormation (iii) declaration informatiorand(iv) attachment
information. In each sectionthe fields marked with a red asteriskare
compulsory to fillin.

Note: if a field is not
mandatory ), it is
recommended not to fill it;
some product categories wi
require more mandatory
fields tobefill ed in

The first section requires the applicant to filbiasic informatiorabout

the establishmen®he CIFER system willautomatically fill out some a Eo:r?:bt ehre (f il ne ! éjhsi f
of the requested information based on ¢hecated country/region | g at e (i n C htration)
registernumberd pr ovi ded wlse accoent; whietothel e x pi rati on dat e

fields will need to be filledn by the applicard themselvessuch as the
name of the enterpris¢he date when the manufacturing plant w
built/commissioned, the legal representative’s name, contact nur
email addressetc. The production license issued by the compet
authority where the applicant is based will also need to be uploade

automatically filled out by the

registration process is completec

be selected and will be
CIFER system after the

and approved by GACC

the system.

Screenshotfrom CIFERf i | | i ng i n

4 PEEREBE—WO | China Import Food Enterprise Registration

¥ China International Trade Single Window

= i

q Biscuits, cakes and bread
& China Import Food

Enterprise Registration
< c infori Production-related information

o e

Basic information of the enterprises

Declaration information

Application for
registration

Application for
modification

Application for
extension *Registration number approved by located

competent authority

*Country (Region)

Application for EFIE-Belgium

cancellation

Integrated query <

Registration number (in China) Registration date (in China)

Account certification
Product type query

*Plant establishment time

Operation manual

*Enterprise name

Contact us ‘

“Address of manufacturing facility

“Legal representative - name *Legal representative - contact number

6basic i

Attachment Information

Name of the registration approval competent
authority

Registration expiration date (in China)

*State/Province/Territory

*Legal representative - E-mail

The registration of the produdis beexported to Chinaan also bénitiated

int h Rroddcts to be registered/addedda Chinadsection by cl i.c
All the products of the applicant must be included under each subcate
Firstly, the applicant musthooseits role in the production process of th
product, ie,6 producti oné6, 0 p r o tnegeneral,if gnd
establishment completes the majority of the processing and finishe
product | t hen it c a n. Ther hedH& code addeCiQ

Note: it is recommended to
include all productsavailable
to the establishment,
regardless of whether they a
already or about to be
exported to China at the time
of the registration

code of the product must also be selecireanany cases, one HS code leaus
to two or more CIQ codesthich means thahe exact one should be verified with the Chinese importer of the
product. Other mandatory fields to fill relate to trennual production and processing capacity of the

establishm nt , referri to the whol e

ng

product may also be uploaded.

11

producti on

nf or mat i

capaci
has been selectefilirther information regarding the storage warehouse need to be submitteotes of the

on
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Screenshofrom CIFER:f i | | i ng i nformation regarding o6product

W | China Import Food Enterprise Registration

a Int o
. &0 | Application for registration Biscuits, cakes and bread ©
B3 China Import Food = PF g

Enterprise Registration
<

Application for
registration Products to be registered/added to China

Application for
modification .

Productiontype  (production [ processing Ustorage
Application for

extension *Specific products for export to

Application for China

cancellation ) .
Any questions about the HS / €IQ code of the product? Click here to query the product type.
Integrated query

Account certification *HS/CIQ code bupport fuzzy query, pleast = Support fuzzy query, please ~

1902200000~ I B (G R AL A £ )
Product type query product brand

1902309000-EhE
Operation manual

1902400000~ 5 -7ty RV 1 (A e Wt S — P SRR )
1903000000- ERBGERFIRAIEBM (. B P HRE2SEURA)

Capacity of storage warehouse | 1904200000-=HH0 £ HIALATE FAEIEALL SN F SHUCE 1 ik ey
(cubic meters)  VERESHALER)

Contact us Number of storage warehouse

Finally, if the product had already been exported to China in the twopreaeding the enforcementGACC
Decree248 (January 2022), information on the trade history mayatiéed in order t@lemonstrate more
effectively the establishment 6s foodhsdfetyasdtinaporgxXportg a nc
regulations

The next section will require the dimant to add additiongdroductrelated informationmostly relating to the
production conditions and specificatio®pecifically,information about theaw materials or ingredients of

the relevant produainay be added(although not mandatorywhile the6 pr oducti on corr esy
requires the applicant to specify details aboutsingpliers of the
raw materials/ingredients, as well as of other actors involved in Note: a number of FAQs i€hapter 3
product ds pr Otianpattsiindhis seutiororelategostt  coverseveral peculiar cases related
water used in the production procemsd thedescription of the| _@w materials and ingredients, for
production and processing techniques used for the product an IEliElnes s s el e mst doe’
. . X . not have stable suppliers, or when rég
involved stgff they do nonegd to be too dgtalled, a.b'aS|c descript| | aterialsare bought through brokers
of thetechical manufacturing processed! be sufficient, such as and not by the producerstc.
hot/cold treatment, time, temperature, pickling, dehydragtmn

Screenshot from CIFERfilling product-related information

B China Import Food

Enterprise Registration
< Raw material/ingredient information

Application for HAdd

registration

Application for Order NO. Product name Raw material Country Proportion Operation

modification No matching records found

Application for
extension

+Add
Application for [ 41 ]

cancellation

Production correspondence

Order NO. Product name Name of affiliated company Registration number Operation
lieqlatetauery No matching records found

Account certification

Production and processing water

Product type query *“Water source

Operation manual

@ Municipal water () Enterprise owned water source

Contact us *Whether to test water quality of production and processing water

@) Yes () No

Production process

*Specific processing methods

such as cleaning, heat/cold treatment time and temperature, pickling, dehydration, packaging, etc

Upload attachments
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Guidelines on mandatory GACC registration for European F&B establishments

Thenextst ep wi l |l be to dowledamtodqfthes| pote:once the applicationis| t h e
manufacturero , dng ¢hhtaall the information filledn is true and | submitted and under review b
complete. Another page will provide a summary of all éttachments | GACC, it cannot benodified,
uploaded during the registration procésghich may vary depending on th| andno further products can be
specific product category registered. The final step willdopreview the added until the approval
application before finally submitting it to GACC for review and approva process is completed

Step 5: Application status

Once the application for registration is submitted by the applicant, it will be automatically received by GACC
if the product isin the low-risk category. Inthe case ofhigh-risk product categories, the application for
registration will be received by ttieod safety competent authority in the country where the applicant is based
for preliminary assessment and examingtaomd only afterwards forwarded to GACC.

The status of the applicationcan be checkelly the applicant by clicking, on the left menu bimtegrated
queryd a n dApplidatiomfordqueryé. The f ol l owing statuses might
the GACC review:

Application status Explanation
SpiciaislsnEeeieEdla | The informatiorfilled by the applicanis saved tahe cloud bubhas not been
saved submitted to GACC

Submitted (to the
competent authority)

The application has been submitted to the competent authority for review

(1) The competent authority has recommended the applicat®A®LT (high-risk

Submitted (to-Customs)" Wslgels N6}

(2) Theapplicanthas submitted the application to GAQGw-risk products)
Recommendation The application is returned to thpplicantafter being reviewed by GACC or the
rejected competent authority
Sent to Customs System processin@he gplication recommended by the competent authorities
successfuy submitted byapplicantshas beensuccessfully submittetd GACC

System processin@he gplication recommended by the competent authorities

submitted byapplicantshas not been successfully submitted to GAQE

network problem or other abnormalities

Failed to send to
Customs

Entered Customs
database successfully

Failed to enter Customs
database

System processing. GACC received the datzessfully

System processing. GACC failed to receive the data

Accepted The application has been accepted by GACCiswdrrently under review

Unaccepted The application is returned because GAGErbt accept and resiv it

(1) If the submitted application does not meet the requirements, GACC will ret
Supplementation and the application and requestorrection

correction (2) The competent authority returns the application and requirepftieantto
modify the aplication

GACC rejects the application recommended by the competent authority or
submitted by thapplicant

If the overseas producer of imported food meets the requirements, GACC she
Approved approve the registration application and gtheiChinese registration number to t
establishment

Refused by GACC

13



Guidelines on mandatory GACC registration for European F&B establishments

Application status Explanation

Revoked GACC revokes theegistration in China of the registerestablishment

GACC suspends the export of food products by the registstatilishmento
China, until the registration requirements are met after rectifications

If a registeredverseas producer of imported food no longer conforms with the
registration requirements, GACC shall request the producer to rectify within a
specified period and shall suspend imports from the producer during this perid
The producer shall complete thextification within the specified period and subn
to GACC a written report and a written statement confirming it conforms with {
registration requirements

Source: CIFER User Manuél

Suspended

Rectification

Step 6: Approval of the registration

Once the application is appmed by GACC, the Chinese registration codewill appear under the column
6Regi str aitn o@hinruanb.erThe code consi €t 3digitsforthecounmyt al o
code 4 digits forthe product category codé digits for dateand4 digits as a serial coddt this stage, the

relevant product can be exported to Chiapplications might also be modified or extended by adding new
products (see step 7).

Screenshot from CIFERfilling product-related information

= ? FEERRBE—~EO | China Import Food Enterprise Registration

China International Trade Single Window

Biscuits, cakes and bread Application form query ©

& China Import Food I Application for registration

Enterprise Registration — Application infornation management

Application for regisrato Application type Application time from Feedback from

whole Application GACC and

status (step 5) competent
Application for extension authorlty

S 7query, please press the spacebar =
Application for cancellatio yquery. p P pac /

Integrated query QQuery | CReset
AN L

Rpplication time Product catego... Application W{Application sta} ustoms receipt Institutional rj. Handle part Operation

Application for modificatig
Product range

Application form query

Orde... Application ser..

1 20220000000036
Account certification 3264

Registration informatic

022-04-28 11:0 Biscuits, cakes an Registration appi Enterprise temp Enterprise

7:37 d bread cation ary saved fenne penine

Product type query Showing 1o 1 of 1 rows

Operation manual
The registration code
will automatically
appear once the
application is
approved by GACC

Contact us

The code will need to be displayed on both the inner and outer packagingafdhet (more details in chapter
3 of these guidelines).

All approved establishments will be included ordedicated register published on the CIFER system:
https://ciferquery.singlewindow.cnThis is a public register showindpasic informatiorsuch as the Chinese
registration code (sometimes referred to as the GACC registration nurabdrthe validity time of the
registration.

Shttps://cifer.singlewindow. cn/ (facétkessedr/ 2&/ Apskln2@22menu_id=ci
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Guidelines on mandatory GACC registration for European F&B establishments

Screenshot from CIFERJedicated register of approved registrations

N ARSI X208

" GENERAL ADMINISTRATION OF CUSTOMS. I: R.CHINA

HORMBMEFEIEHHER i

Registration information of overseas manufacturers of imported food

CHINA REG. NO.

2 H# () R TEHEEMRS FATEER (M) TS A ER
NO. COUNTRY(REGL..  CATEGORY CHINA REG. NO. OVERSEAS REG. NO. NAME
1 BE CIPN2 'mi' 130000 1100-01-017269
2 e onnzao“sgzl 113000 (R 100032
JPN2301211130001 7e
3 ZE:S CIPRZI0N2TTT3000 1280001005408 ¢ 4 !
e 0 3000
a sm mn:‘muw)pu 113008 233-01-44342 9
e anea ENI
= HitARS CORC "n‘]” 130000 EL999717540 ovl
145

i CKOR270221113000

Step 7: Maodification, extensionr cancellation ofthe registration

SR L~

EAHES

FRTEERR (iBX)
COUNTRY(REGION)
FREER (BR) Thee

OVERSEAS REG. NO.

& ﬁﬂlﬁﬂa‘

SRR HE
ADDRESS REG.DATE REG.EXPIRE}.  STATE
2021-11-30  2026-11-30) w
2021-11-30  2026-11-30) =
uns |, . .
2021-11-30  2026-11-30) =%
°on N 2021-11-30  2026-11-30) "
ow
wec | 20211130 2026-11-30) S
woL

After the application has been accepted by GACC and the registratioisaitained, establishments might
modify or extend their registratignor even cancel it. It is possible to dothooughthe left menu barthen

cl i cMddifyg

A

on t he

need to be reviewed byteest abl i shment &s

A
of the registration independently and directly to GACC

r el ev ahrmustbengtedghate r e d

products.

For the secalled highrisk product categories, the application for modification or extension will first

competent authority

For the secalledlow-risk product categories, the establishment may apply for modification or extension

Screenshot from CIFERapplication for modification, extension or cancellation

= wA

7

FEERRBE—WO | China Import Food Enterprise Registration

China Irtsmaticnal Trade Single Window

B China Import Food

tnterprise Registration
< —

Applicalion lor
reqgistration Product category
Application for

modification

Application far
exension

e

Application tor

etk Orde... Applieation serisl number Product eategory Registration number in China
Integrated query ¢ OPT20210000 elies CTWN31052]
Account certification Biscuits, cakes and bread CTWN25012
Product type query Puffed food CTWN31022°

Operalion manual

Contact us

Application time Oparation

Modity

Specifically, arequest for modification must be submitted wher
new productsieed to bexdded to one already approved registratic
when the raw materials/ingredienthiange; or when the basi
information of the establishment change. During the process,
establishment must submit supporting materials explaining
requested changes, as indicated thye CIFER system. It is
noteworthy, however, that Article 19 of GAQIzcree?48 stipulates

Note: supporting materials include
any document providing an
explanation of the product and its
characteristicsOnly one attachment
is allowed all docs must benerged
into a single file; a summary of all th
docs in the first page will be helpful
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Guidelines on mandatory GACC registration for European F&B establishments

that in case any of the following information change, the establishment must create a new account and reapply
for a new registration from scratcteven if it had already obtained a registration code from GACC:

A Address and locatiorf the production premises
A Details of the estabjishmentoés | egal represent
A Located country/region register numloéthe establishment

Article 16 of Decree 248 stipulates that the validity of each registratian@ferseas establishment lafis5
years.A request for extensionmust be submittethrough the CIFER system not less than 3 months and not
more than 6 months before the expiration datéhich can be easily tracked through the dedicated register on
CIFER (see step 6].his will allow GACC sufficient time to review the information, ultimately ensuring that
the overseas establishment continues to export its F&B products to China without interruption.

Finally, it is noteworthy thatheremay becircumstances which the Chinese registration codeasoked by
GACC, resulting in the impossibility for overseas establishments to continue exporting products tdli&Esea.
are outlined by Article 24 of GACDecree 248namely:

A Severe food safety @idents of imported foods caused by tiverseas establishment

A Serious bod safety problems detectedr&B productsexported to China during the entry inspection
and quarantine;

A Significant problem&entifiedin theestablishmeits f oo d s atforemagagenendffectirayn i t
the conformity of t h eafefy&B sapitatiordregagirensentsyi t h Chi nad

A The overseas establishmefdils to meet the registration requirements after taking rectification
measures;

A Theoverseas establishmeanbvidesfalse materials or conceals relevant facts;

>

Theoverseas establishmasfuses to cooperate with GACC in reviews and incident investigations;

A Theoverseas establishmdeases, lends, transfers, or resells its registration numbidegitimately
claims anotheoverseas establishméns r egi st rati on number .
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3. Requirements on packaging and | akhk

According to Article 15 of GAC(Mecree 248the Chinese registratiosodeobtained from GACGnust be
clearlymarked on both thmner and outer packagingof the relevant product to be exported to China. Inner
packagingefers to the packaging of the minimal sales unit of the product, while outer parkeigrs to the
external packaging used for the transportation of the product from the exporting country tof@remainimal
sales unit contains several individually packaged tingcannot be sold individually, the inner packaging will
then be cosidered as the minimal sales unit

Screenshot from EU SME Centre hybrid workshop held in March 2022.

As of April 2022, there aneo specific requirements on the font, size and format of the Chinese registration
code to be affixed on the label, besides being easily identifiable and recognisable by consumers. It is

recommended to keep consistency with the rest of the information included in thasadd®wn in the picture
onthe next page.

In addition to the 1&ligit Chinese registration code on the packaging and labels, imported F&B products must
also conform with the general provisions of other existing laws, regulation and food safety standards in China.

General rules and standards on packaging and labelling

Ingen er al , FoGchSafety lcawefinespackaging materials and containers as products made of paper,
bamboo, wood, metal, porcelain, plastic, rubber, natural fibre, chemical fibre, or glass and used to contain food
or additives, or coating in direcontact with food or additive#t. also requireshat food for direct consumption

must be contained in small packages use nortoxic and clean packaging matesi@nd containers. The
respected containers for storing, transporting, and loading/unlofaidgnust be safe, maintain the food in

clean condition, and prevent food contamination.

" Updates on Cust oms and Logistics Requirements for I mp c
https:// www. eus mec@®tly e palesdt-aocnisd g vreend Lilr0ePnPemftdse d d uct s
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